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ARTFUL BUSINESS CREATIONS
International semester faculty Management & Organisation

REDEFINEREUSE REFRAME REFRESHREINVENT

GOALS

STUDENT JOURNEY

APPLICATION

ENTRANCE INFORMATION

Unconventional teaching methods
Lectures with inspiring guest lecturers 
and projects related to the innovation 
spiral, design thinking, etc.

QUESTIONS
For more information about the ABC semester, please contact us via:

abc@hhs.nl

Projects
For one of our local, national and 
international institutions of The Hague 
you will create a real product, test if it 
works and develop a business strategy 
to sell your product/ service.

Personal development
The art of being you! Who are you? (as 
individual, as part of a group / 
organisation, in our society) What are 
your strengths? We will help you 
enhance self-awareness in the context 
of 21st century challenges.

Utilizing your environment 
Experience the art scene of The Hague 
through �eld trips to the most inspiring 
museums, galleries, theatres, cultural 
and socially responsible organisations 
in The Hague.

After successful completion of the 
international semester you will receive an 
o�cial transcript of 30 study credits and 
an artful recognition of participation.

Are you up for the challenge? 
You are eligible to apply if you are: 

A student at a partner university ·
 A student of the THUAS M&O faculty ·

        To apply please �ll in the application form and 
attach a short video (30-60 seconds) explaining why you want 

to join this semester and how you would like to change the world.

CREATIVE INNOVATION
Become the linking pin and connect 

the dots between a community 
project and other players using social 

innovation as a foundation and 
design thinking as a vehicle

INNER ARTIST
Find the artist and yourself, 
make use of your (hidden) 

creativity

NEW SKILLS PROMOTION
Sales, business and product 

promotion;
Business model approach in a 

problem-solving context

EXPLORING 
FREEDOM 

IMPROVE YOUR
 ENGLISH

(INTER)CULTURAL 
AWARENESS

COPING WITH 
INSECURITY

PRESENTATION 
SKILLS

CO-CREATING/
 TEAMWORK

35 places available ·
No extra costs for this semester ·

Students will receive 30 ECTS after successful completion ·
Duration of the programme is 6 months (from February until July) ·

The faculty of Management & 
Organisation of The Hague University 
of Applied Sciences offers a variety 
of programs: Business Management 
Studies, Communications, European 
Studies, Facility Management and 
Human Resources Management. All 
programs contribute to the International 
Semester Artful Business Creations 
(ABC), ensuring a multidisciplinary 
approach. The double minor entails 30 
ECTS, covers Arts and Business and is 
designed to create a unique learning 
experience for both home students and 
incoming students together. Therefore, 
ABC is suited for home students from 
The Hague seeking an intellectual 
challenge in an international classroom 
without going abroad. Plus, it welcomes 
exchange students looking for a 
program combining business with art 
in one of the most exciting cities of The 
Netherlands, The Hague.

ABOUT THE FACULTY OF MANAGEMENT & 

ORGANISATION AND THE ABC MINOR



 % International 
Semester Artful 
Business Creations

The International Semester Artful Business 
Creations consists of several courses, which 
are offered during two consecutive terms 
of ten weeks each. Students are required to 
follow all courses which sum up to 30 ECTs.

General objectives
In this international semester, students will 
learn how to become more creative and 
relate artistic practices to their own. Instead 
of learning more about traditional business 
models and tools, students familiarize 
themselves with concepts, practices and 
techniques from the world of art and creative 
industries and learn how to apply them, hands-
on the world of business.   

Course content
In this 20-week program, students work 
on real-life projects. The focus will be on 
existing business challenges that require a 
fresh perspective such as an empty building 
looking for a new purpose, a new audience for 
an existing product/service, on a festival that 
is attracting less and less visitors. Concepts 
from the arts will be used to stimulate new 
perspectives, alternative approaches and 
ways of thinking. Small teams of students 
will be responsible for rethinking, reframing, 
redesigning, rebuilding and rebranding a 
challenge provided by an assignment provider 
from the area of The Hague. 

The program 
The program consists of four tracks: 
1.  Content track: classes and workshops in 

which students learn about the creative 
power and possibilities offered by the 
arts and the creative industries 

2.   Field trips: students visit and find 
inspiration in the art and creative 
industries. How do artists and people 
from the creative industries think? How 
do they work? What can we learn from 
them? 

3.   Project track: working with student group 
on projects. Students are assigned 
projects in which they apply the insights 
from the Content track and Field Trips.

4.   Individual and team coaching: Artful 
Business Creations is a very demanding 
minor. Working in interdisciplinary, 
intercultural teams on a project that 
requires lots of creative thinking and 
doing will be very challenging. Students 
will receive coaching to perform 
effectively under these circumstances. 
Artful Business Creations will start with 
an intensive boot camp and finish with a 
closing event.   

Target group 
Artful Business Creations is open to 
students from studies related to Humanities, 
Management, Business, Social Sciences and 
Communication, especially students from 
the faculty of Management & Organization 
and their partner universities. This minor is 
designed for students that believe businesses 
could and should be more creative in the way 
they are managed, organized, and the goals. 
Open-minded students who are curious to learn 
hands-on what business can learn from the arts. 
Candidates who like to experiment and examine 
why and how they do their work. Individuals 
who want to turn left when all the others turn 
right. Students that want to push themselves 
and others. It is not necessary for participating 
students to have a background in the arts or be 
art connoisseurs. 

Students with the following backgrounds are 
welcome:
1.  Home students (De Haagse Hogeschool, 

faculty of Management and Organizsation) 
in their third / fourth year with international 
background and/or the desire to have a 
learning and working experience in an 
international environment at home.  

2.  Students from partner universities with a 
background in Humanities, Management, 
Business, Social Sciences and 
Communication and an interest in broadening 
their professional scope for international 
education and learning opportunities. 

 



Entry requirements 
• strong English skills (IELTS 6,0) 
• Propedeuse (first year completed, 60 ECTs) 
• 60 EC main phase 
• A token of motivation like for example a 1 A 

4 motivation letter or 90-second-vlog to be 
sent to ABC@hhs.nl  

Final objectives/competencies  
This minor is related to the Dublin Descriptors: 
• knowledge & understanding, 
• applying knowledge & understanding, 
• making judgements, 
• communication, 
• learning skills.

At the end of the module the student should be 
able to:  
In general: 
• improve his or her English, 
• think creative (skills), 
• think out-of-the-box,  
• know methods and means to connect art 

and business,  
• know methods and means to connect new 

ways of thinking to established concepts.  
• know methods and means to connect 

innovations to old products and services. 
• apply the knowledge and skills in a real-life 

setting  

Personal development (A):
• work effectively in multicultural and 

interdisciplinary groups (project-based),  
• reflect on how he or she has challenged 

himself/herself to think out of the box and 
step out of his or her comfort zone 

• show that he or she can work effectively and 
in a flexible manner in a small intercultural 
team  

ABC Journey/ Field trips (B): 
• elaborate on the experience of the chain of 

re-think/ use/ connect/ frame/ sell/ invent in 
organizations, companies and institutes   

ABC Bootcamp and closure (C): 
• get to know others and him/herself,  
• acquire (intercultural) communication and 

collaboration skills as part of his or her 
personal development.   

ABC Project 1 and 2 (D, E) 
• present  findings in a coherent and 

professional manner in writing, orally and 
utilizing appropriate visual aids. 

• critically evaluate own research findings to 
arrive at feasible recommendations for the 
external assignment provider.  

ABC portfolio (F): 
• demonstrate that he or she is capable of 

applying the insights, models and techniques 
from the arts and creative industries to the 
world of business;  
the student will have to show 
-  which elements of the program he or she 

has found useful and why
      -  how these elements have found their way 

into the final product (the project proposal/
end presentation for the client)  

Description of tests and minimum 
pass rate 
A   ABC Personal Development  (6 ECTs): 

assessment pass/ fail week 19 Resit week 20 
B   ABC Journey / Field trips  (3 ECTs) Practicum 

(attendance 80%) Pass/fail week 19 
C   ABC Bootcamp and closure (2 ECTs) 

Practicum (attendance 100%) Pass/  
fail week 19

D   ABC Project 1  (7 ECTs) Project assessment 
Grade week 19 Resit week 20 

E   ABC Project 2  (5 ECTs) Project assessment  
Grade week 19 Resit week 20 

F   ABC Portfolio (content) (7 ECTs) Portfolio 
Grade week 19 Resit week 20  

Teaching methods + study load 
30 x 28 hours = 840 hours 
Project based learning is an important part 
of this minor. Students will participate in two 
different projects. This creates a valuable 
opportunity for students to work on real life 
problems and gives them experience of working 
together in an international team. The learning 
environment includes lectures, self-study, 
workshops, experiences, projects and field trips.  

Artful Business Creations offers an intense 
and rich learning environment which  asks for 
self-driven students taking up responsibility 
for their learning process. Participation in 
Artful Business Creations requires eagerness, 
engagement and a willingness to walk the 
extra mile. Students who participate in Artful 
Business Creations do not just take the course, 
they help shape it. Perhaps most important 
is the willingness of the student to postpone 
judgement on the value of what comes along 
throughout the program. Some elements will 
be directly applicable, others elements will 
perhaps be food for thought, without a clear or 
immediate value. 

Through observing arts and business models, 
visiting art organizations and seeing artists at 
work, through experiencing different locations 
and approaches, students will develop a 
unique and artful approach to expecting the 
unexpected and feeling comfortable with 
discomfort.  



Contact hours per week 
Monday / Tuesday: Content workshops  
Wednesday: Field Trips  
Thursday: Group coaching in the morning, 
Project work in the afternoon  
Friday: individual work, preparation for meeting 
on Monday 

Study and other aids 
Literature/study material will be announced 
during the minor. Students will have to search 
actively for relevant literature and sources 
as part of the learning experience. There are 
possible costs for prints, books, excursions and 
train tickets. 

Number of participants 
minimum 15, maximum 30 

Fulltime
The ABC minor requires full time attendance. 
The boot camp starts in the first week (2nd 
semester of 2017-2018: 5th of February 2018) 
and is 100% compulsory. 

thehagueuniversity.com

The Hague University of 
Applied Sciences
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